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ORIGIN EA-06 

INEO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-00 ORM-01 DHA-02 NEA-07 CU-02 NSC-05 

NSCE-00 INR-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 L-01 VO-01 SCA-01 /046 R 

DRAETED BY EA/VLC:MHENDERSON:JY 
APPROVED BY EA/VLC:JDROSENTHAL 
D/HA/ORM:LARTHUR 
NEA/INS :B WBROWN 
CU/OPP:JALDEN (SUBS) 

057208 

R 172248Z MAY 76 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
INEO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 121167 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREE, LA, US, IN 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE ASYLUM REQUEST EROM LAO DIPLOMAT 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS LEARNED THAT LAO DIPLOMAT THONGDAM 
SIMMALAVONG, ASSIGNED TO LAO EMBASSY IN NEW DELHI, HAS 
TOLD ERIENDS IN US OE HIS PLANS NOT TO RETURN HOME TO 
LAOS WHEN ORDERED TO DO SO. SIMMALAVONGS ARE SAID TO BE 
AERAID THAT WILE'S STUDIES IN THE U.S. (M.A., UNIVERSITY 

OE MICHIGAN) AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS WITH 
AMERICANS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMS WOULD CAUSE SERIOUS 
DISADVANTAGE SHOULD THEY GO HOME TO LAOS. 

2. DEPARTMENT INTENDS THIS MESSAGE AS AN ALERT TO EMBASSY; 

IE MORE SPECIEIC INFORMATION IS RECEIVED, EMBASSY WILL BE 
INEORMED. SHOULD THE COUPLE REQUEST POLITICAL ASYLUM, 
REQUEST SHOULD BE HANDLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REGULAR 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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